




DRAFT of Letter

Dr. Royce Hanson, Chairman

Montgomery County Planning Board

8787 Georgia Ave.

Silver Spring, MD. 20910
Re: White Flint Sector Plan Public Hearing

Dear Dr. Hanson:

As a member of the Garrett Park Estates White Flint Park Citizens Association, I support the basic community concerns regarding: Compatibility, Livability, Mobility.  
Identify yourself. Suggestions:  I’m a long time resident accustomed to my suburban environment. I need to drive to work every day. I look forward to walking, I am trying to raise my family in a quiet neighborhood, I see and hear the mall currently, I cannot take public transportation, etc etc.
My specific concern(s) is(are) ….Take your pick of any issues you feel strongly about:
Compatibility: The development issues closest to our neighborhood including 

Height - plan permits 100 feet tall buildings to be constructed at the southern end of the White Flint Mall site bordering our homes on Flanders. 

Density - see chart below for numbers. Density is shown decreasing the further you go from the Metro, except for allowing additional density along the Pike. There was agreement last night to support increased density within a walkable core (1/8 mile) around the Metro.

Green space buffer - there was agreement last night to support a 1/4 mile wide green buffer along our border. 

Housing types - current proposed zone is for mixed use. Following our green buffer we would like residential only.


Protection of our local park - it should not be used to supplement a school site
Livability: Taken from the Sector perspective including 

Walkability 

Pedestrian safety, 

Public spaces such as parks, public gathering spots, 

Environmental concerns such as noise, carbon footprint, green canopy; Protection of trees along the White Flint Mall border.

Public facilities such as schools, firehouse, hospital capacity, library. The proposed school site is at White Flint Mall and White Flint Plaza. Some support this site with the idea of maintaining it as green space before it is developed. Others felt this was not central enough and could split our community into two school districts.
Mobility:


Traffic, Congestion at all hours of day and weekends. No transportation analysis has been provided

Road Network - the proposed road network calls for a 4 lane road (plus 2 bicycle lanes) where the ring road is now. This would continue to connect to Nebel and serve as an eastern bypass. At the meeting last night we agreed that this bypass road should be moved further north to Nicholson or to the future Executive Blvd and that the ring road should remain a narrow 2 lane road.

Public Transportation: current plan shows no additional public transportation other than a MARC station. It was agreed that the MARC station should be as close to Metro as possible.

Other transit possibilities not discussed: Extending the turnaround on the Red line, East west public transportation, Bus Rapid Transit, Dedicated lanes on Rockville Pike for buses

Impact on Strathmore Avenue


Traffic Measurement, We opposed increasing the congestion standard.

Circulator bus - do we want it in our neighborhood? The answer last night was “no”
Thank you for considering my concerns.   (Sign the letter)

Basic Statistics
	
	Existing
	Pipeline
	New
	Total
	% Increase

	Jobs
	18,050
	
	
	41,400
	130%

	Housing (Dwelling Units)
	2259
	2220
	9800
	14,279
	532 %


Link to White Flint Sector Plan which has a link for sending e-mail as well as the plan itself 

http://www.mcparkandplanning.org/planning/community/whiteflint/

E-mail address for sending comments

MCP-Chairman@montgomeryplanning.org 
Subject: White Flint Sector Plan Public Hearing: Written Testimony
Send a copy to the County Council

Montgomery County Council

Mr. Phil Andrews, President

100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20850

county.council@montgomerycountymd.gov
Send a copy to Glenn Adler glennadler@yahoo.com or drop it off at 5011 Flanders
To sigh up to testify call 301-495-4602
