Coalition of Kensington Communities
Meeting October 8, 2007,  Crossway Community, Kensington

In attendance:  Virginia Sheard (Kensington View), Donna Savage (Kensington Heights), Karen Jackson-Knight (KenGar), 
s l
Robert Byer
 (Kensington Estates), Al Geske (Rock Creek Palisades), Al Carr, ?
Guest:? Councilmember Valerie Ervin and two staff members, Sean Galligher MCPS, Pete Fosselman, Mayor Kensington, Joe Rosenberg, President Rock Creek Hills CA
· Meeting called to order at 7:40pm by hosting member Virginia Sheard of Kensington View 

· Introductions of Guest and staff and attending members 

· Discussion with Councilmember Valerie Ervin:
· General information on her activities on Education and Transportation and Environment council committees
· Current legislative initiatives including George Leventhal’s Transfat bill that requires eateries to post use of transfat, effective January 2008; Duchy Trachtenberg’s Transgender anti discrimination/use of public restrooms (adopted by Council 14 November); Roads Code (sets standards for building new roads, sidewalks, etc.); Pedestrian Functional Plan (developing standards for pedestrian safety); and Universal Pre-K Pilot Program.
· Announced Roger Berliner Work Group meeting on October 15 on infill development
· Annual Growth Policy (AGP):  PHED committee working on proposals by Planning Board — big issues are the traffic tests (how and where to measure traffic impacts); LATR; neighborhood and intersection tests. AGP also includes proposed tools for measuring school capacity and development impacts.
· Purple Line — there is some agreement on alignment, may be light rail system, above ground through neighborhoods (Wayne Avenue alignment), geological constraints on some suggested alternatives
· Kensington Sector Plan Revision scheduled to begin January 08, Wheaton scheduled for March 08. (Note: as of November, Wheaton is scheduled for January 08 and Kensington later, per Khalid Afzal  lack of staff may delay both. Khalid will be lead on Wheaton and Fred Boyd lead on Kensington)
· Announced opportunities for meeting with her or staff:  from 2 to 6pm at Kensington Town Hall (monthly? Weekly?)
· Connecticut Avenue Safety Discussion
· Kensington Mayor Pete Fosselman and Al Carr presented information of efforts to make Kensington portion of Connecticut Avenue safer for pedestrians, including timing of signals, rapid replacement of burned out lights, connecting pieces of existing sidewalks, standardizing road widths, to optimize for pedestrian uses. He is working with PEPCO and SHA on issues. 

· Mayor also announced increasing enforcement of Kensington sign ordinance and status of cement plant redevelopment into town parking lot. 

· Visit Town of Kensington website for updates
· Public Schools:  MCPS Facilities Manager Sean Galligher spoke on general issues and then specifically on on street parking of school employees at Parkwood Elementary. Indicated that neighborhood participated in planning meetings and wanted on-site parking limited, resulting in on street parking. Problem seems to be that community did not realize the trade-off would result in so many cars on street. 

· Recreation/Community Center Closings - Councilmember Valerie Ervin briefly commented on Parks proposal and indicated she is opposed to closing any community sites. Suggested that neighborhoods must get involved and develop testimony that proves the value of the center to the neighborhood — who meets there, how often, what improvements would be required to increase usage, etc.? A big problem is that small sites often don’t have enough parking for greater use by larger groups. 

· Joe Rosenberg, Rock Creek Hills CA President  — Train Horns:  Presentation about issues of loud train horns at Capitol Heights crossing. Requests support for proposal to Council and Executive Office and Annapolis delegates to implement alternative ‘Silent Designation’ for shorter, quieter blasts combined with crossing barriers. Letter of support for further investigation to be sent.
· Topics discussed for November meeting. 
· Meeting  adjourned
