Coalition of Kensington Communities Minutes

November 30, 2006, Garrett Park Town Hall

Host: Garrett Park Citizens Association, Dick Fischman

Attendees:


Liz Brennan




Parkwood


Natalie Goldberg



Garrett Park Estates - White Flint Park


Karen Jackson-Knight


KenGar


Donna Savage




Kensington Heights


Virginia Sheard




Kensington View


Robert Byer




Kensington Estates


Al Geske





Rock Creek Palisades 

Guest: Angela Miele (Interested in the Kensington Sector Plan)

1. Minutes approved with the addition of a “c.”

2. Update on Sale of Property in Kensington Heights to Avalon Bay;  Westfield gave up plans to develop property they own in Kensington Heights and instead opted to sell the property to Avalon Bay whose intentions are unclear at the moment. The executive board of Kensington Heights wishes to meet with Avalon Bay to find out what they intend to do with the property they have bought. In the past Avalon Bay has developed Apartment buildings and townhouses on land they have bought. Kensington Heights will report back when they have more information.

3. PNC Bank coming to Kensington View:  Kensington View successfully fought off Commerce Bank from opening a bank monstrosity in their neighborhood but they are pleased with PNC Bank’s plan to open a bank in the same location. This bank will have compatible architecture with the neighborhood, good landscaping and will not be open 24/7. 


4. Meeting with Royce Hanson, New Head of MNCPPC:  Liz Brennan wants to have a small group from CKC meet with Mr. Hanson to talk about how to improve the process and communications involved with planning. Liz will report back to CKC in seven days with talking points for the group to use in their talks with Mr. Hanson.

5. Symphony Park – Centex Development of ASHA Property:  Centex unveiled latest plans to small community group. Natalie Goldberg attended. New plans will be sent to Planning in January.

Plans still call for all townhouses with the MPDU’s expanding to 1600 square feet. There will also be three pedestrian paths through the neighborhood. Plans look nice and reasonable. All homeowners will have to sign a covenant that they will be living in the Strathmore Noise Plain. Hopefully no lawsuits will fly when the first movie series takes place.

6. White Flint Sector Plan:  Kensington waits and waits but in a matter of months White Flint goes from announcement of Sector Plan to a full-blown meeting with developers and community members discussing with Parks and Planning their hopes for a sector plan. Advisory board applications being accepted and hopefully Natalie Goldberg will get one of the positions. Report to be written by March (?) ’07. Much discussion on why the Kensington Sector Plan has had multiple 
meetings about how there will be a sector plan without any meaningful meetings while other sector plans keep getting started ahead of the Kensington Sector Plan. Robert Byer to follow up with Fred Boyd of the MNCPPC about this delay.

7. Annual Growth Policy Meeting:  Natalie Goldberg went to give testimony about the AGP and instead, due to the small size of the group, found herself in a roundtable discussion. Somewhat helpful. Natalie pushed for a more cohesive document that could be read and understood.

8. Discussion of Montgomery County Council and County Executive. - Discussion on how we can reach out to the new council members and county executive and how we can forge better relationships with current members. Liz will provide Dick with the hot spots report and he will then consider whether and how to handle a discussion on this wide-ranging topic with Nancy Floreen. CKC decided the best approach would be to devote an hour at the next meeting and have a roundtable discussion with two council members. At the January meeting the host will invite the council members from Districts 1 and 5 to join us. 

Neighborhood Updates

Parkwood - Parkwood had a meeting to discuss the possibilities of becoming or joining a municipality. Many residents are upset with poor quality of County services, and Mansionization and Safety issues that they feel the County is not adequately addressing.

Rock Creek Palisades - Traffic cut-through is becoming a bigger concern as more and more people are using that neighborhood to bypass the Strathmore/Knowles traffic debacle.

Kensington View - Lots of very worrisome crime. (Anything else Virginia?)

Kensington Estates - Al Carr of TOK gave a talk at about the ads and disads of joining the municipality of TOK. Reception was lukewarm

KenGar - Crime and drugs have returned to a pocket of the neighborhood and there has been talk of forming a Citizen’s Patrol.
Garrett Park - Tragic death of 12 year old boy crossing Strathmore has prompted State to take care of the impasse over the dozens of lights that have remained unlit until now.
Garrett Park Estates/White Flint Park - Trying to get neighborhood signs installed but running into state and local red tape. 

