DRAFT

Coalition of Kensington Communities
Meeting February 12, 2009,  KenGar Community Center


 In attendance:  Liz Brennan  (Parkwood Residents  Association), Karen Jackson-Knight (KenGar), Virginia Sheard (Kensington View), Al Geske (Rock Creek Palisades), Donna Tisdale (Rock Creek Hills), Pat Mulready (Capitol View Park), Tracey Furman (TOK)
Guest:  Anyesha Mookherjee, State Highway Administration (SHA), Traffic Team Leader for Fairland Team, Office in Greenbelt (AMookerjee@sha.state.md.us)
· Meeting called to order at 7:40pm by hosting member Liz Brennan of Parkwood 

· Minutes of November 2008 meeting discussed and approved

· Agenda Questions distributed for Discussion including:

· BRAC (Base Realignment – consolidation of  Walter Reed AMC and Navy Medical Center)
· Will include intersection improvements at Cedar Lane and Rockville Pike; design process underway-could take 3-5 years; lots of issues; BRAC does not include additional funding for transportation improvements

· Traffic will exit Beltway (495) at Connecticut Avenue, right  onto Jones Bridge Road, right onto Rockville Pike (355), into Medical Center; construction traffic is already having impact on congestion on Connecticut Avenue

· SHA conducted study of Beach Drive – Rockville Pike signal area; was limited focus and did not provide much data; could improve traffic backup with stacking lanes but Historic Linden Oak at that corner prohibits building another 12’ lane for traffic merging onto the Pike

· Aeysha will communicate with CKC on progress and issues via email

· Countdown signal will be installed at Connecticut and Knowles Avenues in Kensington; will have to modify all ramps to meet current ADA standards if signals are changed
· Discussion of speed/speeding on Connecticut from Saul to Knowles;  adding sidewalks on Connecticut on one side is hampered because there is no right-of-way on that side and would require ‘taking’ of private property; feasibility study is being done.
· Timing of lights on Connecticut at Beach, Saul, and Knowles should be coordinated

· State owns roads (Connecticut, University, Knowles, Veers Mill, Georgia etc) and signal systems – must approve countdown signals, etc. - County maintains and adjusts signal timing. SHA will try to optimize traffic flow

· SHA works with MNCPPC on long-term planning but is not bound by County decisions or recommendations

· Cedar Lane is a county issue

· Sector Plan discussion of extending Summit Avenue to Connecticut Avenue via existing bridge across tracks is a county issue

· Purple Line discussion – one early alignment version was routed from Medical Center to Wheaton but was rejected

· Capital View Avenue is a State road (ULI Kensington Report suggested a circle at Pliers Mill and Metropolitan

· Al Geake asked for a review of traffic on Veers Mill Road at Coleridge (St. Catherine’s Church and School) – is dangerous for pedestrians and students, hard for traffic to cross

Website is active – ckckensington.net - some links being fixed, need a discussion of additional content we want to maintain

Report from Fred Boyd – MNCPPC planner for Kensington Sector Plan:

· Presentation of ULI report to community scheduled for February 23

· Community meeting scheduled for March 18 for presentation of Environmental and Transportation Analysis of data collected to date

· Mid-April = staff presentation of Sector Plan draft to Planning Board

· Late May = Final Draft Sector Plan to Planning Board, public hearing in mid-July
· White Flint Sector Plan process may be a model for both Kensington and Wheaton Sector Plan revisions – first draft being redone, CKC should monitor and maybe comment when new draft is available

Next Meeting March 26th hosted by Kensington Estates

Submitted by Virginia Sheard, Kensington View (301-949-3372)
